Appl.No. : 10/509,551 

Amdt. Dated: May 9, 2007 

Reply to Office Action of September 12, 2006 

REMARKS 

This is in response to the Official Action mailed April 9, 2007. 

Japanese Patent application JP 08 225283 (JP283) and US 948815 (Ehrlich) are cited in the 
outstanding Action for reasons discussed below. 

Paragraphs 1-3 of the Office Action refer to formality objections and the description, 
Abstract, claims 7, 8 and 17 and the numbering of the claims have been amended as requested in 
the Office Action. 

Claims 1-5, 15 and 16 are rejected as anticipated under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) in the light of 

JP283. 

Applicant submits that JP283 discloses an oil pan cleaning device for a passenger 
conveyor which is arranged to be attached to an underside of an escalator, by removing a 
footstep, to move along an oil pan below the escalator to collect debris adhering to an upper face 
of the oil pan. The cleaning device includes a scraper for scraping the oil pan surface, a rotatable 
brush for removing debris from the scraper and an integral dust settling chamber within the 
movable cleaning device for receiving debris removed from the scraper by the rotatable brush 
and thrusting the debris into a disposable permeable dust collection bag within the cleaning 
device. 

In paragraph 6 of the Office Action, it is asserted that all of the features of claim 1 are 
disclosed in JB283 and thus anticipated. It appears that the oil pan of JB283 has been considered 
to be the exact equivalent of the collection tray of claim 1 . It is noted that further elements are 
also considered to be equivalent such that the cleaning device 6 which moves along the oil pan to 
remove dust from the oil pan in JB283 with the fire-resistant collection reservoir of claim 1 and 
the wheel 4 of a step; the axle 7 of the wheel 4 to which the cleaning device is attached and the 
metal scraper 9 of JB283 with the means for moving particulate material from the collection tray 
into the fire resistant collection reservoir as claimed in claim 1 . 
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After careful review and consideration of this reference and the rejection, it is noted that 
in JB283 dust is moved into a settling chamber 12 by a rotating brush 11 (JB283 [0013] and 
collected in a disposable dust collection receptacle (JB283 [0006]). In view of these distinctions, 
it is submitted that there is no hint or suggestion in JB283 of a fire resistant collection reservoir, 
as claimed in claim 1 . 

Moreover, more clearly to define the invention, claim 1 has been amended to read: 

1. An apparatus for collecting particulate material comprising a collection tray, a fire 
resistant collection reservoir located beneath one end of said collection tray, and moving means 
for reciprocating movement with respect to the collection tray and the fire resistant collection 
reservoir for moving particulate material from said collection tray into said fire resistant 
collection reservoir. 

We submit that amended claim 1 is clearly distinguished from the disclosure of JB283 in 
that there is no suggestion in JB283 of a fire-resistant collection reservoir, a collection reservoir 
located beneath one end of the collection tray , or moving means for reciprocating movement 
with respect to the collection tray and the fire resistant collection reservoir for moving particulate 
material from said collection tray into said fire resistant collection reservoir. 

In view of these amendments and distinctions, claim 1 is believed to recite patentable 
subject matter in view of the aforementioned rejections. As the remaining claims are all 
dependent on amended claim 1, they too are then deemed allowable. Applicant further responds 
to the balance of objections raised with respect of the dependent claims. 

In paragraph 7 of the Office Action, the lid of claim 2, which opens for receiving 
particulate material into the fire resistant collection reservoir and closes to make the reservoir fire 
resistant, is equated to the flap 20 of JB283 for removing the disposable receptacle 15 from the 
cleaning device 6 (JB283 [0023]). Claim 2 has been amended to clarify this distinction. 

In paragraph 8 of the Office Action, the settling chamber 12 of JB283 with the removable 
collection unit of claim 3 appears to be equating the disposable receptacle 15 removable from the 
cleaning device 6, since there is no suggestion that the settling chamber 12 is removable. As 
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submitted above, there appears to be no disclosure that the cleaning device is fire resistant as 
required by claim 3, dependent on claim 1 . 

In paragraph 9 of the Office Action referring to claim 4 and Figure 1 of JB283 stating 
that in JB283 the cleaning device 6 (which is in paragraph 6 of the Action with the claimed fire 
resistant collection reservoir of the present invention) located beneath one end of the oil pan is 
asserted to be equated with the collection tray of Applicant's instantly claimed invention. In 
JB283, the cleaning device is disclosed in moving over the surface of the oil pan, this rejection is 
believed to be overcome and made moot as this feature is now included in amended claim 1 with 
claim 4 having been cancelled. 

Referring to the rejection of claim 5 in paragraph 10, it is submitted that there is no 
disclosure in JB283 of the reciprocation as set forth in claim 5. In JB283 the cleaning device 
appears to be driven from the top of the escalator to the bottom, along the oil pan, without any 
suggestion of the reciprocation feature as claimed by Applicant. It appears instead that the 
cleaning device of JB283 required detachment from the escalator and then it is carried back to 
the top of the escalator to be re-used. 

In paragraph 11, equates the means for limiting the range of motion of the moving means 
with the guide rails 5 of JB283 which guide the front wheel 4 of a footstep 2 (JB283 [0008]). 
Claim 15, as amended, clarify that it is the motion of the moving means along the tray in the 
reciprocating direction which is limited to overcome this rejection. 

Paragraph 12 asserts that the cleaning device of JB283 is also capable of being controlled 
by the timer means as claimed in present claim 16. The distinction between JB283 and claim 16 
has been made clearer by amendment claiming the timer means in combination with the other 
features of the apparatus of claim 16. 

Paragraph 15 states claims 6-14 are objected to as being dependent from a rejected base 
claim, but otherwise contain allowable subject matter is any one of these claims are combined 
with the base claim, claim 1. New claim 20 is a combination of current claims 1, 5 and 6 it is 
therefore submitted this new claim is also allowable. 
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With respect to the method claims, the Ehrlich reference disclosing a mail box with a 
removable container is cited. 

In paragraphs 13 and 14, the mail collected in the mailbox of the Ehrlich reference is 
stated to be the equivalent to the particulate material of claim 17 in that a mail chute anticipates a 
collection tray and that gravity is equivalent to providing a means of moving particulate material, 
etc. A definition of "particulate" from Webster's Third International Dictionary, 1976 (copy 
attached): "particulate adj. 1: existing in the form of minute separate particles 2: of or relating to 
distinct particles" It is submitted that in no way can or should mail collected in a mail box be 
described as "particulate matter," and equated to Applicant's distinctly claimed invention to raise 
much less support such a rejection. Claim 1 7 has been amended to read: 

17. A method of collecting particulate material including the steps of: 

a) providing a collection tray into which said particulate material is deposited, 

b) arranging a fire-resistant collection reservoir beneath one end of said collection tray; and 

c) reciprocatingly moving means with respect to the collection tray and the collection 
reservoir to move said particulate material from the collection tray into said fire-resistant 
collection reservoir. 

It is submitted that there is no hint or suggestion in the Ehlich reference of "a 
reciprocating moving means with respect to the collection tray and the collection reservoir to 
move said particulate material from the collection tray into said collection reservoir" as 
Applicant has claimed. Therefore, claim 17 is submitted to be clear of this rejection. 

As with the apparatus claims, the opening and closing of a lid is now claimed in a new 
dependent claim, claim 18. 

New claim 21 comprises a combination of former claims 17 and 18 which were 
individually deemed allowable in the outstanding Office Action. 
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CONCLUSION 

In view of the amendments and arguments provided herein, it is respectfully submitted 
that patentable subject matter is set forth and recited in Applicant's claims. 

Accordingly, an early Notice of Allowance of this application is earnestly requested. If 
the Examiner should have any further issues impeding the allowance of this application, the 
undersigned respectfully requests to be advised of the same via telephone. 




Seyfarth Shaw LLP 
Attorneys for Assignee 
1 3 1 South Dearborn Street 
Suite 2400 

Chicago, Illinois 60603-5577 
312-460-5000 
312-460-7000 (fax) 
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particular 

ing. affecting, or belonging to a part rather than the whole 
of something : partial in extent : not universal (the three years 
drought . . . was but ~ and left people alive —Francis Bacon) 



chaic : of, relating to* or concerning a single person, class, 
or thing : personal, private <these domestic and ~ broils are 
not the question — Shak.) b obs l not occupying public office 
: private 5 a : distinctive among others of the same kind 
: out of the ordinary : markedly unusual : worthy of notice 
<tbe . selection was the ~ gem of the evening —Douglas 
Watt) <an attack of ~ severity —N. Y. Times) <a rather ~ 
problem because of the immense size of the timbers —London 
Colling) 1> obs : noteworthy as being peculiar, singular, or 
eccentric 6 : constituting a unit among a number : having a 
separate status : considered alone, ^ individual, separate 
(each ~ hair to stand an end, like quills —Shak.) (provoked 
by ~ events in bis life —T.S.Eliot) 7 a ; having the charac- 
ter of a particular in logic (all concrete individuals are ~ and 
all universal , individuals are abstract —Nelson Goodman) 
b : affirming or denying a predicate to some part of the sub- 
ject — used of a proposition in logic; opposed to universal 
("some men are wise'Vis a ~ affirmative) #< 8 a archaic 
: markedly or esp. attentive to a person : familiar in manner 
or behavior (never suffer this fellow to be ~ with you —Henry 
Fielding) b : close or intimate in personal relationship (my 
very ~ friend —Charles Dickens) 9 a : concerned with or 
attentive to details : careful, exact, precise, scrupulous 
(is very ~ about her housekeeping) b : nice in taste : fas- 
nDious c : exactino : hard to please : finicky, fussy (these 
bacilli are not ~ in their habitats — Justina Hill) <ncver lost 
patience with even the most ~ customers) syn see circum- 
stantial, NICE, SINGLE, SPECIAL 

particular \ M \ n -s 1 archaic : a separate part of a whole ; a 
constituent element, section, or division of something , (let us 
divide the discourse into four ~s —Robert Johnson). 2 a : an 
individual fact, point, circumstance, or detail (their dissimi- 
larity in every ~ except shape and size — Scott Fitzgerald) 
(determined that history shall not repeat itself in that melan- 
choly ~ —Dean Acheson) b I a specific item of information 
: a factual detail (as of news, specifications, accounts) — usu. 
used in pi. <everybody was stirred by the news and wanted 
to know the ~s — H.E.Scudder) (genealogical ~s and bio- 
graphical details are given —Brit. Book News); see bill qp 
particulars 3 a (1) : an individual specific separate thing, 
Instance, or case as distinguished from a whole class <a dis- 
:ussion that attempts to generalize from ~j —Harvey Breit) 
(from moral generalities to business ~s — G.B.Shaw) (2) : an 
individual or a specific subclass in logic falling under some 
general concept or term : something that can be the subject 
of an atomic proposition b : a particular proposition in logic 
1 a archaic : an individual or personal case, business, or 
interest : special concern or condition (return from the com- 
mon cause to what concerns our ~ — WilUam warburton) 

0 obs : personal profit or advantage : private interest (if the 
gentleman had kept all the allowance for his own ~ — Edward 
Nicholas) 5 a : an individual item or article (a few letters 
ind ~j in the possession of the present writer ^— Richard 
Garnett fl906> b obs I an individual person; esp : one in 
private as distinguished from public life (it 'is the greatest 
interest of ~s to advance the good of the community —Roger 
V Estrange) 6 : a statement setting forth the details of a 
natter (a ~ of premises) <I send you the descriptive ~ 
-Frederick North) 7 : something constituting a special 
distinguishing characteristic or feature (as of a place) — see 
London particular syn see item — in particular adv 

1 obs : one by one : in detail : individually ^(now ye i are the 
>ody of Christ, and members in particular — 1 Cor 12:27 (AV)> 
1 : as one specific case distinguished from a group, general 
category, or all cases : in distinction from others : specifically 
'her belief in the theatre in general and her new play in 
Particular —Peter Forster) (the recovery of the Oreek world, 
ind of Plato in particular —M.R.Cohen) <the shops in 
^articular allure the young man — S.P.B.Mais) 

irticular average n : a partial loss in marine insurance that 
nust be borne by the interest or goods sustaining it without 
>enefit of contribution from other interests — compare 

GENERAL AVERAGE _ , . . 

irticular baptist n, usu cap P&B : a member of a British 
3aptist body of the 17th to 19th centuries holding Calvinistic 
loctrines — called also Calvinistic Baptist; compare general 
iaptist ...... , 

irticular custom n : a custom prevailing in a local area (as a 
aunty, city, town) and generally subject to a determination 
>f its legal existence by a jury on proof rather than by the 
:ourt — compare general custom 

irticular estate n : the smaller estate (as an estate for life, 
n tail, or (or years) created from an inheritance as a precedent 
state to a remainder 

irticular integral n i particular solution 
ur*tlC»U*lar*ism V-la,rizamN n -s [F particularisme, fr. LL 
*arttcularls particular + F -isme -ism] 1 ; exclusive or special 
levotion to something particular (as an interest, subject, 
>arty, sect) (bourgeois individualism ... in France took the 
orm of a family ~ —Malcolm Cowley) (an intense ~ that did 
lOt welcome outside influences — Amer. Guide Series: Conn.) 
the forces of ~ are dominant and academic recognition is 
iwarded the specialist — W.W.Stewart) , 2 : a theological 
loctrinc that redemption through Christ is provided only, for 
he elect 3 : a political theory or practice advocating a right 
md freedom for each politically conscious or organized group 
am a mlnnntv crrtun in a country of several ktouds or a state 
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their complexity and ~ — F.R.Lcavis) c : attentiveness to 
detail : precise carefulness (as of description, statement, in- 
vestigation) <the unimpaired ~ of the compilation —Times 
Lit. Supp.) (after the victim of a theft described with ~ the 
goods he was seeking —Wayne Morse) (the loving ~ of the 
essays — Douglas Bush) d : preciseness in behavior or 
expression : fastidiousness e archaic : attentive or familiar 
behavior. ; intimacy (this ~ with a young fellow is very 
indecent —Henry Fielding) 
par.ticu.lar.ization \*,*(*)bryzash3n, -.rl'zA n -s IF par- 
ticularlsation, fr. MF, fr. particulariser + -ationj I : individu- 
alized description or treatment 2 : limitation or application 
to a particular case 

par*tic*u*lar*ize \» , *(*)b.rlz\ vb -ed/-ino/-s [MF particu- 
lariser to give the particulars of, specify, fr, LL particutaris 
particular + MF -her -ize] vf 1 : to make particular rather 
than general : apply or limit to a particular case (diocesan 
laws . , , may ~ or extend this general law in accordance with 
local needs — P.H.Furfey) 2*; to give the particulars of 
: describe or state in detail : treat individually : name one by 
one : specify (the supplemental answer . ... particularized the 
charges —A.C.Buchanan) 3 : to place apart from others of 
the same class or group : individualize, separate (woodland 
and similar landed appendages were common property but 
pasturage might be particularized —S.H.Cross) ~ vi. : to 
mention or attend to particulars ; go into details (as in a 
narrative) (even advanced American researchers in science and 
scholarship tend ... to ^ excessively —Thomas Munro) 

par*ttc»u*lar*ized \-,r!zd\ adj : made particular: as a : di 
rected toward a specific object rather than some or all objects 
(critical ~ thinking as distinct from stereotyped slogan* 
thinking —David Bidney) (insurance companies were the 
next corporations on which ~ imposts were laid —M.S. 
Kendrick) b : differentiated from others of the same category 
: individualized (among the American Mongoloids, the 
Eskimo appear to be the most ~ subvariety — A.L.Kroeber) 
syn see circumstantial 

particular lien n : a lien upon specific property as security for 
the payment of a debt or trie satisfaction of some other 'obliga- 
tion arising out of a transaction or agreement involving that 
property — called also specific lien; compare common-law 
lien, general lien 

par.ticu.lar.ly \-kyab(r)le\ -kyale, +-k(»)b.(r)le\ + -k(*)le\ 
-li\ adv [ME parttculerly, fr. particuler particular + -lyi 
1 : in a particular manner: as a archaic : in the case of each 
one of a number : one by one : severally, sinoly b : in 
detail : in particulars.: item. by item : part by part (appurte- 
nances . . . more ~ described — Act 3 George III) X : in the 
specific case of one person or thing as distinguished from others 
: in particular : individually, personally, specifically (the 
provision of such facilities, ~ in rural areas — D.D. Eisen- 
hower) (trace major population movements ... for the Pueblo 

H~, for other southwestern groups incidentally — E.K, 
d : in a special or unusual degree : to an extent greater 
t other cases or towards others : especially <a poison 
~ toxic to canines —Monsanto Mag.) (a ~ stormy . . . winter 
voyage — C.H.Grandgerit) <the final effect, ~ with modern 
furniture, could . ; . have been barnlike —Betty Pepis) 
e obs : in a familiar or intimate way (with whom he was very 
~ acquainted —Henry Fielding) 2 : in the manner of a 
particular (as a term, predication, or proposition) in logic 
particular partnership n ; a partnership formed for a single 
transaction or enterprise as distinguished from one organized 
for carrying on a general business 

particular solution n : the solution of a differential equation 
obtained by assigning particular values to the arbitrary con- 
stants in the general solution 

particular synod n. ojten cap P&S : a governing body above a 
classis and below a general synod in various Reformed 
Churches 

particular tenant n : a tenant holding a particular estate 

» par* tic «u> late Vkyafct, -,lat\ adj [L particu la small part, 
particle + E -ate — more at particle] X : existing in the form 
of minute separate particles (the transport of ~ matter by the 
atmosphere —Nelson Dingle) (the application of high-energy 
beams of > . . ~ radiation —Nature) 2 : of or relating to dis- 
tinct particles (the ~ theory of heredity —Julian Huxley) (the 
radioactivity in fallout is largely in ~ form — Merru Eisenbud) 

^particulate \"\ n -s : a particulate substance (designed to 
indicate . . , the presence of airborne radioactive ~s —Tracer" 
log) (all cytoplasmic ~f remain constant in morphology dur- 
ing division — Biol Abstracts). • 

particulate inheritance n : inheritance by the progeny of 
characters specif, transmitted by genes in the aerm cells from 
one parent or the other or from both in accord with Mendel s 
laws — opposed to blending inheritance; compare quantita- 
tive INHERITANCE , , v . . _ 

par.ti-cule Yparld.a.kylil, •par, t»-\ n -s [MF, fr. L particular 
: particle — used esp. of de in French personal names 

par»tie car*ree N.par.tekH'rS, ,pard.e-\ n [F, party of Two 
men and two women, fr. portie party + carree % fern, of carre 
squarej : a party of four persons (as We were a partie carrte, 
you might have your rubber — A.Conan Doyle) 

partied past oj party 

parties pi oj party, pres 3d sing oj party 

par >tile \'par.tfl\ adj [LL partilis divisible, partial, fr. L 
pariire, partiri to divide + -His -Ue — more at part] 1 obs 
: partial <a ~ not a total eclipse — John Harvey) 2 : exact 
to the same degree and minute or to the same degree — used 
of an astrological aspect ■ 

par.ti«men \;pard.9:men\ n -s [Prov, ht., division, fr. parti to 
divide (fr. L partire, partiri) -f -men -ment (f r. L -men/am)] 
: a lyric poem of dispute composed by Provencal troubadours 



father's ~ advice — F.V.W. 
3 : serving to part : constitut 

Objects : DIYIDINO, SEPARA1 

— Charles Lyell) 4 archaic 
process of dividing : breaking 
instant is no more —William 
work to prevent adhesion of 
of sand to molds (~ compot 
parting flask n : a flask used 
parting line n : the line or j 
foundry mold, die, or patten 
parting pulley n ; split pull 
parting stop n : a piece of woe 
sashes in a double-hung wine 
parting strip or parting slip 
two adjoining members in a s: 
; a thin strip of wood let into i 
apart b : a thin piece inserte 
the weights 
parting tool » 1 : a narrow 



pai 

{>laning or for cutting a piece 
athe work) for cutting off 
stock being worked on 
par-ti pris \ l par l te , pre\ «, pi 
conceived opinion : bias, par: 
without violent parti pris aboi 
Trevelyan) (valuable workers 
broad mind —Times Lit. Supi 
ipar*ti*san or par«ti*zan Vp 
times -,zaa or -aa(a)n, chiefly I 
fr. Olt partiglano, fr. parte t 
pars part — more at part] j 
another : an adherent to a i 
(neither by birth nor breedinj 
—O.H.Sabine) b : a strong t 
advocate (wrote frankly as a 
C : an adherent characterize 
blind, or fanatical allegiance 
of the . . . ~s of fascism — An 
Utopian ~ of democracy — 
body of detached light troops 
harassing an enemy (2) : a ! 
body of light troops b : a me 
ing within enemy lines and ; 
incendiarism, sabotage, and di 
in . . . advance of regular am 
(Polish ~s had blown up t* 
Union) 3 [AmerF partisan It 
bunting party, fr. F, member of 
adherent to a party or person 
American trappers 
2partisan or partisan \ \ adj 
military partisans (captain of 
—Amer. Guide Series: Del) « 
obscure trick of guerrilla wai 
fare) 2 : exhibiting, chara 
partisanship (intensified/^ p 
—Amer. Guide Series: Va.) < 
stops at the water's edge — 
ceived in a purely fault-findin 
3 : composed of, based upon, < 
party or group (change tbe 1 
partisan to a ~ body —New 
a greater degree of ~ control 
Political Quarterly) — compar 
^partisan or partban \"\ n 
giarta, partesana, fern, of partig 
16th and 17th centuries havini 
head and resembling in part bi 
par*ti-san>lsm \-^iuam\ n -s 
par»ti-san*ry \-nr5, -ri\ n -es 
par*ti*san*shlp also par«ti*zar 
or state of being a partisan: as 
or thing (as a cause, group, p 
sometimes blind and unreason 
or group : bias, one-sided ne 
violent *** and . . . cool detac 
clearly and in due proportion, 1 
and ~ —John Galsworthy) 0 
from or characterizing such a 
-par-tism Vparl.tizom, Jpdl ah 
-partisme t fr. parti political 
decision).. -!- -isme — more at 
active operation , of a (specific 
in a governmental system (mul 
par.tf-stiiped WM<j;*. 'pfl. I 
: having stripes of different co 
par.ti.ta Npar'ted.*. pa't % -«ta 
past part, of partire to divide, i 
divide — more at part] 1 
2 : surra 2b(f) 

par-tite \'par|,at, 'pal also Id., 

divided, past part, of partire, 
into a usu. specified number 
of four-partite military gover 
partite vaulting — T.F.Bumpus 
ipar*ti»tion \pa^ , tlsh9n / Jpia(r)• 
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